
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

HB 997 & SB 1444 – Dental Care Services

Sponsors: Representative Bell (R-Fort Meade) & Senator Brodeur (R-Lake Mary)

Outcome: HB 997 and SB 1444 died in their first committees.

Target Population: Underserved or vulnerable populations that face barriers to accessing

dental services, including homeless shelters and group homes

Summary: Allows Medicaid reimbursement for dental services provided by mobile dental

units serving vulnerable populations facing barriers to accessing dental services, including,
but not limited to, homeless shelters, group homes for adults with disabilities, schools, Early
Head Start programs, and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC). Allows AHCA to pay for a licensed dental hygienist for treatment of
the oral cavity. Removes requirements of licensed dentists to give medical clearance to
dental hygienists and removes the requirement of dentists to conduct an exam to patients
within 13 months of receiving services from a dental hygienist.



How the Bills Differ:

● SB 1114 created exceptions for Medicaid reimbursement for dental services
provided by a mobile dental unit, while HB 997 requires dental services to be
provided in a mobile dental unit.

● HB 997 allows s. 466.024 to authorize a dental hygienist to perform a root planing or
gingival curettage without supervision by a dentist, while SB 1114 requires
supervision.

Impact: Florida is facing an alarming shortage of dentists, leaving several counties with no

licensed dentists and 5.5 million Florida residents without access to dental services. More
Floridians live in areas with a lack of dental services than any other U.S. state because of a
concentration of dental practices in large, urban counties. Florida ranks 45th out of 51
states, including Puerto Rico, in the number of children receiving a preventative medical
and dental visit in the past year. Florida also ranks significantly below the national average
for preventative services for children.

Medicaid serves nearly 4.94 million Floridians, including 49% of children in Florida. Only 50%
of children with Medicaid visited a dentist in the past year, and COVID-19 has caused a
drop in the number of people attending in-person dentist appointments. Lack of insurance
and barriers in access to dental care are the two leading causes of poor oral and dental
health among children. Tooth decay is one of the most prevalent chronic diseases in
children. Children living in poverty are more than 5 times more likely to have tooth decay
and poor oral health is often considered the first indicator of systemic health issues.

American Children’s Campaign supports opportunities for children to have access to the
dental care they need. This includes improvement in training and debt-forgiveness for
dental hygienists and dental therapists, increased support for mobile dental units that
provide affordable, high-quality dental care to vulnerable Floridians, and investments in
long-term strategies to expand dental care access to Florida’s 4 million children.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


