
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

HB 419, SB 640, SB 1422 & HB 1181 – Florida Kidcare Program

Eligibility; Florida Kidcare Program Income Eligibility

Sponsors: Representative LaMarca (R-Ft. Lauderdale), Senator Hooper (R-Palm

Harbor), Senator Perry (R-Gainesville), Representative Bartleman (D-Weston)

Outcome: HB 419, SB 640, SB 1422, and HB 1181 died their first committees.

Target Population: Families with children that have incomes lower than the federal

poverty level, employers of parents with children, board of directors of the Florida
Healthy Kids Corporation, children with special healthcare needs

Summary: Increases the income eligibility threshold for the Medikids and Florida

Kidcare programs. Authorizes AHCA to seek federal waiver approval or submit any
state plan amendments as necessary. Limits the eligibility of Title XXI-funded
premium assistance under the Florida Kidcare program to children that are not
covered under a family group health plan or employer-sponsored group coverage,



are not lawfully residing, inmates of public institutions or patients being treated for
mental illness, or children that voluntarily canceled their employer-sponsored or
private health plan in the last 60 days. Establishes that children with preexisting
conditions may be eligible for Florida Kidcare coverage. Eliminates age requirement
for determined eligibility for the Medicaid program, a child who is eligible for
Medicaid can have coverage for 12 months without redetermination of eligibility.
Ensures applicants are aware of changes in eligibility of the Florida Kidcare
programs within a reasonable time. Provides requirements for notifying an enrollee
that they are no longer eligible if it is determined that they submitted fraudulent
information to become eligible.

How the Bills Differ:

● HB 419 and SB 640 are identical.
● HB 419 and SB 640 establish a tiered system of family premiums for Title-XXI

coverage under Florida Kidcare program.
● HB 1181 and SB 1422 requires families that are 150% above the federal

poverty level (FPL) and do not receive coverage from Medicaid to pay
premiums on a sliding income scale

● HB 419 and SB 640 waives the requirement that children must have a sibling
that participates in Florida Healthy Kids program to enroll in Florida Healthy
Kids coverage or employer-sponsored coverage if they are eligible for
Medikids.

● HB 419 and SB 640 increases eligibility for KidCare to 400% below the FPL. HB
1181 and SB 1422 set eligibility for KidCare to below 250% below the FPL.

Impact: Florida KidCare is the umbrella term that emcompasses all Florida

government-sponsored children’s health insurance programs. Florida KidCare is
designed to match families with one of the four Florida KidCare programs for free or
low cost health insurance -- Medicaid, MediKids, Florida Healthy Kids, or the
Children’s Medical Services Managed Care Plan. Florida children from birth to the
age of 18 are eligible for coverage under the Florida KidCare program. There are
approximately 2.4 million Florida children enrolled.



From 2016 to 2019, the estimated number of uninsured Florida children rose from
288,000 to 343,000. Florida exceeded the national average for the rate of uninsured
children, with 7.6% of Florida children being uninsured in 2018. In 2019, Florida was
ranked 8th highest in the nation for children without health insurance. According to
the Kaiser Family Foundation, over 73% of those uninsured had one or more full time
workers in the family and almost 34% had a family income at 200-399% of the FPL.
Almost 74% named coverage not being affordable as the reason for not being
insured.

When children do not have access to health insurance, they are at a higher risk for
preventable hospitalizations and for missed diagnoses of serious health conditions.
Families are less likely to receive medical services, which compromises a child’s
healthy development and early learning capacity. The disadvantages of being
uninsured are increased during a pandemic. Children of color are also less likely to
be insured when compared to their white peers.

Many families do not qualify for KidCare eligibility and are also unable to afford
private health insurance for their children. Ensuring that children have health
insurance is vital to encouraging their healthy development. Health insurance can
promote better school outcomes and success later on in life.

American Children’s Campaign supports an increase of the KidCare eligibility limit
to 300 percent of the federal poverty line of $79,500 for a family of four. This increase
in income eligibility will eliminate the gap between children who do not currently
qualify for the program but whose parents can’t afford health insurance. This
important change will help children get the health services they need.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


