
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

SB 220, HB 347 & SB 1166 – Safe Storage of Loaded Firearms; Sale,

Transfer, or Storage of Firearms

Sponsors: Senator Farmer (D-Fort Lauderdale), Representative Rayner (D-St. Petersburg),

Senator Polsky (D-Boca Raton)

Outcome: SB 220, HB 347, and SB 1166 died in their first committees.

Target Population: Children under the age of 16, firearm owners with children in the house

Summary: Revising requirements for the storage or leaving of a loaded firearm by a

person on a premise under his or her control under certain circumstances involving a
minor. Revises the circumstances under which such a person commits a specified firearm
violation. Mandates that sellers or transfers of firearms must include a firearm safety
brochure with specified information for every transfer or sale.

How the Bills Differ:

● HB 347 and SB 1166 are identical.



● HB 220 defines minor as a child below the age of 16, while HB 347 and SB 1166
define minor as child below the age of 18.

● HB 220 only revises provision for firearm storage and access to firearms.

Impact: In the United States, firearms are the second leading cause of death for children

and teens. 2,872 Floridians died from a firearm in 2019, including 187 children and teens.
Three million children every year witness a shooting. Exposure to firearm violence can
inhibit brain development and doubles the probability that a young person will commit a
violent act within two years.

Responsible firearm storage practices reduce the risk of self-inflicted and unintentional
firearm injuries among children and teens by up to 85%. Currently, Florida statute suggests
that a loaded firearm can either be stored in a secure box OR with a trigger lock when not
in use and out of reach of a minor. Statute also states if a loaded firearm is discovered by
a child, that person may only be charged if they “reasonably should know that a minor is
likely to gain access to the firearm”. The vague nature of the statute hinders the
prevention of accidental shootings.

Keeping firearms out of the hands of Florida’s children will prevent intentionally
self-inflicted injuries for children who are suicidal. Between 2005 and 2019, 27% of children
between 10-14 who committed suicide used a firearm, and these numbers are
significantly higher for teens, at 49% for children 15-19. During these same years, over 40%
of children between 10-19 who committed suicide with a firearm were Black and over 30%
were Hispanic.

This legislation will revise current requirements for the storage of a loaded firearm that
involves a minor in an attempt to keep children from accessing guns that could harm
themselves or others. American Children’s Campaign supports preventing the second
leading cause of death among children and teens nationwide by implementing safe and
responsible firearm practices in Florida.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


