
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

SB 212 & HB 6065 – Fairness In Women’s Sports Act

Sponsors: Senator Farmer (D-Fort Lauderdale) & Representative Arrington

(D-Kissimmee)

Outcome: SB 212 and HB 6065 died in their first committees.

Target Population: Students in interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural, club athletic

teams, or sports sponsored by public schools

Summary: Repeals Fairness in Women's Sports Act which prohibits interscholastic,

intercollegiate, intramural, and club athletic teams that are sponsored by a public
school to allow students to play on an athletic team that does not align with the sex
listed on their official birth certificate.

How the Bills Differ:

● SB 212 provides a short title and may be cited as  the “Let Kids Play Act.”



Impact: Transgender students are at highter risk of bullying, suicide, and other mental

health problems than their cisgender peers. 54% of transgender and non-binary youth
reported seriously considering suicide in 2019, and 29% made a suicide attempt.
Often, inclusion in sports is the only place where transgender youth can feel
accepted, since only 27% of trans youth report having families who are supportive of
their gender identity and 80% of trans youth avoid the bathrooms at school because
they feel unsafe.

The “Fairness in Women’s Sports Act” stemmed from the misbelief that transgender girls
with higher levels of male hormone testerone are at a unfair advantage against
biologically female students and would put them in danger. However, studies into the
effects of sex hormones in sports have found that presence of elevated testosterone
levels is not a reliable indicator of competitive advantage in sports.

Prior to this law passing, the Florida High School Athletic Association already had rules
in place to allow transgender youth to participate in sports, which included written
verification from a healthcare professional of the student’s gender identification and a
hearing before a committee. The National Collegiate Athletic Association requires one
year of testosterone suppression treatment for female transgender athletes.

Transgender youth in Florida are now required to participate in sports with the sex they
were assigned at birth, even if they have gone through the legal and/or medical
process to change their gender. Forcing transgender athletes to play on the teams of
the gender they were assigned at birth creates a volatile situation for children who are
already vulnerable to depression, suicidial thoughts/attempts, harassment and
bullying, homelessness, interactions with the foster care system, and a lack of support
from their families and/or schools. American Children’s Campaign supports reversing
this harmful legislation that attacks our most at-risk youth.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


