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SB 1870 – Conversion Therapy

Sponsors: Senator Jones (D-Miami Gardens)

Outcome: SB 1870 died in its first committee.

Target Population: Any individual younger than age 18 who identifies as gay, lesbian,

bisexual, transgender, queer, or any other members of the LGBTQIA+ community

Summary: Defines conversion therapy as any practice or treatment intended to change

an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity. Prohibits state agencies, including
the Department of Health, the Department of Children and Families the Department of
Elderly Affairs, the Department of Corrections and the Department of Education from
using state or federal money to support providers of conversion therapy on minors or
providers who refer minors or vulnerable adults to conversation therapy. Creates the
Florida Coordinating Council on Conversion Therapy within the Department of Health,
which purpose is to develop strategies to stop conversion therapy from being used on
minors and vulnerable adults. Requires the council to meet twice a year and develop



educational information that discusses the negative effects of conversion therapy.
Requires the council to establish connections with agencies in the interest of spreading
public awareness about the medically supported risks, harms and costs of conversion
therapy. Requires that this education information be available in English and Spanish at
no cost to the public.

Impact: Conversion “therapy” has been proven to be detrimental to the physical and

emotional well-being of youth who identify as LGBTQ+. Discredited by all major medical
and mental health associations as both ineffective and dangerous, conversion or
“reparative” therapy can result in increased risk for depression, anxiety, substance use
and suicide. Children are proven to be especially vulnerable to the lasting negative
effects of this practice. Florida’s law does not currently prohibit state agencies from
providing money to  counseling and health practitioners who engage in conversion
therapy practices with youth under the age of 18.

This practice does not include therapy to support an individual accepting their sexual
identity or actively undergoing gender transition. Therapy proven to support LGBTQ+
youth does not attempt to change the sexual orientation or gender identity of a minor.

Numerous organizations, representing more than 480,000 mental health professionals,
have taken the position that homosexuality is not a mental illness and thus not something
that needs to or can be “cured.” As data conservatively suggests that 114,000 children in
Florida openly identify as LGBTQ+ - this bill could impact a significant number of children
in the state. In Florida, more than 10 cities have joined twenty states and the District of
Columbia banning the use of conversion therapy on minors.

Conversion therapy is ineffective and dangerous. It has been denounced by all major
medical and mental health organizations. American Children’s Campaign supports
banning state agencies from using government money to support practices that use or
recommend conversion therapy.

Effective Date: This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.


