
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

HB 1459 & SB 1510 – Mental Health of Minors

Sponsors: Representative Driskell (D-Tampa) & Senator Powell (D-West Palm Beach)

Outcome: HB 1459 and SB 1510 died in their first committee.

Target Population: Students at risk of being removed from school to undergo an

involuntary mental health examination, their parents, school resource officers, and
school staff.

Summary: Requires that minors not be transported to a mental health receiving

facility in marked police cars or with uniformed police officers. Establishes new criteria
that for a minor to be taken out of school and involuntarily committed, they must have
evidence of mental illness and have recently shown they are likely to cause death or
serious bodily harm to themselves or others. Allows a minor to be involuntarily
committed if parental consent cannot be obtained or if contacting a minor’s
parent/guardian would cause risk of death, serious bodily harm, or physical or sexual
abuse of the minor. Requires that officers use telehealth services to consult with mental



health professionals before taking a minor to undergo an involuntary commitment
whenever possible.

How the Bills Differ: The bills are identical.

Impact: In February 2020, a 6 year old Florida girl was “Baker Acted”, handcuffed, and

placed in a police car. The officers were told that she was “out of control” and a
“threat to herself and others”. However, the officers also recounted how she seemed
calm. She was worried about going to jail but was also asking to stop for snacks and
sweets. She walked inside the mental health facility still wearing handcuffs.

When “Baker Acted”, children - often those with disabilities - are forcibly restrained,
handcuffed, and arrested. Once at the mental health facility, children can be held for
up to 12 hours before receiving any treatment. This process can cause a child to be
re-traumatized and escalate the mental health crisis that caused them to be there,
often leading to a worsened mental condition upon release.

During the 2018-2019 school year, 37,882 Florida children received involuntary
psychiatric examinations. This number is up nearly 70% since 2012. In the same time
period, arrest rates for students in school fell nearly 50%. These statistics raise questions
about the Baker Act being used as a disciplinary tool rather than its intended use as
an emergency service for students who are at immediate risk of harming themselves or
others.

HB 1459 and SB 1510 aims to address these rising numbers by providing a set of clear

guidelines for when a child should be baker acted, and involving mental health

professionals in the process. The American Children's Campaign supports legislation

aimed to reduce the amount of kids being unnecessarily placed into a psychiatric

facility for evaluation.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


