
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

HB 1179 & SB 1560 – Voluntary Admissions of Minors; Voluntary

Admissions for Mental Illness

Sponsors: Representative Chaney (R-St. Petersburg) & Senator Bean

(R-Jacksonville)

Outcome: HB 1179 was laid on the table and substituted for SB 1844. SB 1560 died in

its second committee.

Target Population: Children under the age of 18 who undergo voluntary admission

to a mental health facility, their parents and mental health facility staff

Summary: Removes the requirement that a person under the age of 18 undergo a

hearing to confirm they are in fact voluntarily committing themselves to a facility
for mental health treatment. Replaces it with express permission from the parents
or guardians.



How the Bills Differ:

● SB 1560 requires that minors exhibit a mental illness and are determined to
be suitable for treatment before they are admitted voluntarily to a hospital.

● HB 1179 replaces a court hearing requirement to verify a minor’s willingness
of admission with a clinical review of the minor.

Impact: Suicide is the second leading cause of death for adolescents in America.

In Florida, the statewide suicide rate is higher than the national average and has
increased by 24% in the last ten years.

Adolescents are especially vulnerable to suicidal thoughts, ideations and actions
because of the way the brain develops. The part of the brain that controls impulses
and decision making isn’t fully developed until age 25. This makes adolescents
more susceptible to impulsive decision making.

Florida’s current policy of voluntary admission for minors is to hold a hearing in front
of a judge with the minor’s parents in order to determine if the minor is actually
being committed voluntarily. According to the Department of Children and
Families, because of the burdensome nature of these hearings, they rarely
happen. This makes the majority of admissions into mental health facilities,
involuntary admissions.

Inability to access voluntary admission to a facility for mental health treatment
places children in a mental health crisis and those around them  in danger. The
American Children’s Campaign supports any measure taken to remove barriers to
adolescents receiving emergency mental health care they need.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


