
2022 Bill Highlights As of 4/4/2022

HB 109 & SB 668 – Prohibiting Deception in Interrogations of Minors;

Custodial Interrogations of Minors

Sponsors: Representative McCurdy (D-Orlando) & Senator Cruz (D-Tampa)

Outcome: SB 668 died in its third committee. HB 109 died in its first committee.

Target Population: Minors involved in the criminal justice system, investigators, law enforcement,

and Florida’s Juvenile Justice System

Summary: Presumes all written, oral, or sign language confessions by a minor made as a result of

custodial interrogation on or after July 1st, 2022 to be inadmissible. Defines custodial interrogation
as an interrogation in which a reasonable person would consider themselves to be in custody
and in which a question is asked that would elicit an incriminating response. Defines “deception”
as the knowing communication of false facts about evidence or statements of leniency.
Establishes that the presumption of inadmissibility of a confession by a minor procured through
deception may be overcome by evidence that the confession was voluntary, the burden of



proving this is on the state.

How the Bills Differ: The bills are identical.

Impact: Minors are 2-3 times more likely to make a false confession than adults. In the last 25

years, 38% of exonerations for crimes allegedly committed by youth under 18 involved false
confessions, compared to 11% for adults. Nationwide, research shows the majority of people
wrongfully convicted of crimes who are later exonerated are Black.

In 2021, Illinois became the first state to prohibit the use of deceptive techniques during police
interrogations of minors, including practices like lying about the facts of a case, lying about a
witness who saw them commit a crime, and telling them if they confess they will be able to go
home. Chicago is known as the “false confession capital of the world”, where four Black
teenage boys were falsely convicted of the murder of Nina Glover in 1995. The case cost Illinois
taxpayers over $60 million in legal payouts after DNA evidence exonerated the teens 20 years
later. In Illinois alone, there have been 100 wrongful convictions predicated on false confessions,
including 31 involving people under 18 years of age.

Interrogation techniques combine psychological pressures and escape hatches that can easily
cause an innocent person to confess. Youth are more likely to confess to a crime they didn’t
commit when they are tired, stressed, or traumatized. The Reid interrogation technique, a nearly
universal technique taught to law enforcement officers, involves repeatedly accusing the
suspect of the crime, insisting on hearing details, ignoring denials from the suspect, and offering
sympathy to ease the path to confession. Psychologists have tested the “minimization”
technique, which lowers the emotional barrier to confessing, which increased false confession
rates by 35%.

Juveniles are vulnerable, and Florida law already recognizes that with its parental rights
legislation. It is important to protect public safety but false confession doesn’t do anything but let
the true perpetrator remain in the public while causing innocents to suffer. American Children’s
Campaign supports legislation that protects juveniles from falsely incriminating themselves.

Effective Date: July 1st, 2022


