
2021 Bill Highlights As of 6/29/2021

SB 80 & HB 1473 – Child Welfare; Children and Young Adults in

Out-of-Home Care

Sponsors: Senator Brodeur (R- Lake Mary) & Representative Busatta Cabrera (R-

Coral Gables)

Outcome: SB 80 was approved by the Governor on 6/29/2021.

Target Population: Children under the supervision of DCF, their siblings, and

biological relatives, DCF staff and their providers, child dependency court and
judges, and foster parents.

Summary: Creates staffing requirements for multidisciplinary teams that include

the child, family, current caregiver, department representative, and the case
manager. Outlines the goals of multidisciplinary teams and requires that a
multidisciplinary team staffing must be held when an important decision about a
child’s life is being made and lists the information needed In order to prepare for
a multidisciplinary staffing meeting for a child 3 or younger. If a staffing for a
multidisciplinary team could not occur prior to a placement, then it must occur
as soon as possible. Creates procedures for multidisciplinary teams if a



consensus on a plan for the child cannot be reached. Requires that when a
child is removed from the home, the options must be considered in the following
order: non-offending parent, relative caregiver, adoptive parent of child’s
sibling, fictive kin, licensed foster care group, or group care. Creates
requirements for mandatory transition plans that the department or CBC lead
agency must create and implement before each placement change
experienced by a child, excluding emergency removals. Establishes that a child
temporarily moved to respite care to provide the primary caregiver relief does
not qualify as a placement change. If a caregiver objects to the relocation of a
child in their custody, they must contact the court and lead agency with this
objection within 5 days of receiving notice, during which the child cannot be
removed. Within 7 days of receiving written notice from a caregiver, the court
must conduct an initial case status and appoint an attorney for the child subject
to the custody proceeding in addition to their appointed guardian ad litem.
Creates requirements for educational transitions and mandatory educational
transition plans the department or CBC lead agency must create and
implement each time a child changes schools. Requires that prospective
caregivers are informed on all pertinent information related to the child’s history
and transition plan. Requires consideration of age when placement changes
are available to align with best practices in relationship development. Creates a
rebuttable presumption that it is in the child’s best interest to remain in the
current placement if the child has been in the current placement for nine
months or more, they are not eligible for reunification, caregiver is not requesting
a change in placement, and they are not moving the child to be with a relative
or sibling. This presumption cannot be solely rebutted by a biological parent,
relative, or caregiver of the sibling of the child. Creates a provision that states it
may not be a healthy time to move a child older than 7 months and younger
than 3. In a hearing the court is required to appoint an attorney for the child and
an expert in attachment and bonding and authorize the caregiver to retain
counsel. Creates requirements for case record face sheets, outlines relevant
information that must be included, creates standardized format that will be
available online, and requires these face sheets be updated once a month.
Creates requirements that the department or lead agency make all reasonable



efforts to place sibling groups that are removed from their home in the same
foster, kinship, adoptive, or guardianship home and make reasonable efforts to
initially place a child who has entered out-of-home care with his or her siblings in
the sibling's existing placement, provided it would not jeopardize the stability of
such placement and it is in the best interest for each child. Creates requirements
for maintaining contact when siblings are separated. Requires the department
to reassess sibling placement, visitation, and other sibling contact decisions in
cases where siblings are separated, not visiting, or not maintaining contact and
requires the department or lead agency to provide services to the caregiver
and sibling group. Requires the department to provide a child with the location
and contact information of their siblings or make reasonable efforts to ascertain
this information. Addresses and adds support to older children in foster care to
help them move towards independence. Allows a parent whose rights were
terminated to file a motion to reinstate the parent's parental rights under certain
circumstances. Makes changes and requires reports on the
Road-to-Independence Program.  Establishes the Office of Continued Care to
ensure young adults who age out of foster care between 18 and 21, or 22 with a
documented disability, have a point of contact until the young person reaches
26. Requires the court to give a child 16 or 17 years old the opportunity to
address the court and provide any relevant information to their best interest,
requires an inquiry about the child’s independent living skills and whether the
independent living services provided are age appropriate at the first judicial
review after the child’s 16th birthday, followed up by an updated case plan by
the department, and allows the court to review the status of the child more
frequently during the year before the child's 18th birthday. Requires the
department to assist children who are in foster care in making the transition to
independent living and self-sufficiency and establishes requirements. Allows a
parent whose rights were terminated to file a motion to reinstate the parent's
parental rights under certain circumstances, and requires the court to consider
that motion. Creates requirements for reports on the implementation of the
Road-to-Independence Program, allows the Independent Living Services
Advisory Council to consult with children currently in care and young adults who
aged out of care, requires the department to assist children who are in foster



care in making the transition to independent living, and allows a child who was
in licensed care when they reached 18 and is currently receiving postsecondary
education services to potentially be eligible to have the costs of licensure and
costs incidental to licensure paid. Establishes the Office of Continued Care, and
establishes requirements for the evaluations conducted by the Florida Institute
for Child Welfare. Allows after-care funding to be granted to an adult between
the ages of 18 and 23 who is already receiving financial assistance and is
experiencing an emergency situation.

How the Bills Differ:

● The bills are identical.

Impact: Child welfare is often in the news for horrific events happening to the

children in their care. From abuse within the foster system, to child deaths, and
to teenagers sleeping in cars because they couldn’t be placed in an
appropriate out-of-home option, the system in Florida is struggling. Lawmakers
have been working to address the many issues facing the system but the state
struggles to find its feet as it swings between removing a child to ensure safety
and keeping families together.

SB 80 focuses on how the workings of the current child welfare system in the
state impact children. Multiple placement changes and poorly planned
transitions create trauma for a child, their families, and siblings and may
adversely affect a child’s development, ability to create attachments, and build
future relationships. SB 80’s expansion of multidisciplinary teams attempts to
foster better engagement and commitment from families and stakeholders and
secure the best placement option for the child while reducing placement
changes that can have a lifelong impact on a child.  This bill also takes steps
towards preventing placement disruptions by requiring the department to
provide services and information to caregivers ensuring they are properly



prepared before bringing a child into their home.

A 1990’s study found that children who move schools frequently were more than
35% likely to fail a grade and 77% more likely to have behavioral problems.
Children who change schools routinely and without educational transition plans
make less academic progress and fall further behind, especially children
receiving special education or english language services. Losing peer
relationships can create trauma for children and changing schools can often
lead to feelings of low-esteem amongst youth in out-of-home care. SB 80
requires the state to consider the impact of educational transitions and
attempts to minimize the number of school changes that one child will
experience.

Approximately two-thirds of children in foster care in the US have at least one
sibling who is also in out-of-home care and many of these children will be
separated from their siblings. Siblings placed together increase the likelihood of
achieving permanency and contributes to a higher rate of family reunification.
Sibling groups with healthy and long-lasting relationships often feel more secure
and help each other adjust to a new environment and a new community.

Sweeping change to the child welfare system in the state always comes with
concerns of negative unintended consequences. Questions about how
effectively the state searches for relative placement options before making it
harder to change placements, the number of voices in the dependency
process, the amount of paperwork and meetings needed to achieve the
requirements of the bill, and other considerations need to be addressed as the
bill moves through the process.

Florida needs a pathway towards child welfare reform that is based in best
practice and includes all stakeholder voices. The Children’s Campaign supports
using proven research to craft a successful statewide system for children in
out-of-home care while making sure that needed changes will benefit Florida’s



abused and neglected children.

Effective Date: October 1st, 2021


