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A coalition of groups released a report Wednesday that calls for an

increased use of civil citations for juvenile offenders in Florida.

Civil citations serve as an alternative to arresting youths for
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oo . * Wal-Mart employee fatally shoots robber

elebs ose Private last year.

Jets Are Too Bizarre T. * Firing of Deric Feacher could have consequences for
ZestVIP elected officials

Children's advocates said a majority of the youths should have been
instead given civil citations, as juvenile records can prevent young
people from renting apartments, entering the military or getting jobs.

The coalition of groups held a news conference Wednesday in

Tallahassee to call for using more civil citations.

30 Creepy Places You
Didn't Know Exist
GeekVIP

"We are not here today to pick a fight with law enforcement, but we
are here to make a point," said Roy Miller, president The Children's
Campaign. "The pilot project is in. The research is conclusive. Civil

citations work better than arrests, and we need to get everybody on
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Statewide, the diversion plans are used 42 percent of the time when

they are an option. Of the 12,000 youth arrests for relatively minor

offenses in Florida last year, almost one-quarter happened in Duval,

Hillsborough and Orange counties.

"The alarming thing about this report is that there are still too many

communities that are jeopardizing the future of young people by

saddling them with an arrest record for a non-violent, minor

offense," said Howard Simon, executive director of the American

Civil Liberties Union of Florida.

Reader comments posted to this article may be published in our print edition. All rights
reserved. This copyrighted material may not be re-published without permission. Links are

encouraged.
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