
Access to Juvenile Records Shuts Doors of Opportunities 
 
Today, a majority of juvenile records are readily available to anyone with Internet access. Even 

though charges were dropped or the child was found not guilty, big business data brokers still 

distribute and post these records online.  This easily accessible and often inaccurate information 

closes doors of opportunity to jobs, education and housing for youth each day.  Failing to keep 

juvenile records confidential has punished thousands of children for life-often for crimes they 

may not have committed. Florida laws governing the confidentiality of juvenile records haven’t 

kept up with the times. In fact, these laws haven’t been updated since 1994, resulting in a system 

that lacks fairness and balance.  
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Confidentiality of Juvenile Records: FACTS AT A GLANCE 

The numbers of affected young people 

are staggering.  In the past five years 

alone, there were nearly 500,000  

juvenile arrests in Florida4. Over 62% of 

juveniles have records that are publicly 

available5. Florida ranks in the bottom 

half of all states for protecting juvenile 

records6. 

Scope 

Create laws to specify that juvenile 

misdemeanor records must be 

sealed and kept confidential.  

Misdemeanors can be petty acts of 

childhood that should not impede a 

young adult from reaching their  

potential.  

 

Legislation addressing confidentiality 

must be passed separately from other 

juvenile record issues to comply with 

Florida public records law. 

Solutions 

Punished into Adulthood:  

Florida law allows juvenile arrest and conviction records 

to be released and placed online. Even if the file has been 

legally erased1 or the child is found innocent, the records 

remain online and in the databases of private companies 

that sell the information, which follows juveniles well  

into adulthood. 

 

Closes Doors of Opportunity for Youth:  

A Society of Human Resources Management survey 

found that 92% of its members conducted background 

checks on job candidates2. When these background 

checks show an arrest, no matter the circumstances, 

many employers automatically reject the candidate. 

 

Justice Imbalance:  

Florida’s recent expansion of civil citation creates the  

potential for further juvenile justice imbalances. 

Statewide, only 42% of eligible juveniles are issued a civil 

citation3. Depending on where a youth lives, the same 

crime could result in an arrest (and a searchable record) 

or a civil citation (and no record). 

Impact 

According to FDLE, it would cost the 

state of Florida only $75,877 to expand 

confidentiality to all misdemeanors. 

This cost is already required of the state 

to comply with a recent court ruling7. 

Costs 

1 FDLE Public Records Request May 29, 2015 

2 Society for Human Resources Management, Background  

Checking: Conducting Criminal Background Checks (Jan. 22, 2010), 

at 3. 

3 Florida Department of Juvenile Justice Civil Citation Dashboard 

4 Florida Department of Juvenile Justice Dashboard 

5 FDLE Public Records Request May 29, 2015 

6 http://juvenilerecords.jlc.org/juvenilerecords/documents/

publications/scorecard.pdf 

7 G.G. v. FDLE- http://www.pdmiami.com/cpr/GG_v_FDLE.pdf 
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